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The worldwide response to HIV/AIDS has been most effective in countries that have confronted the
epidemic as a challenge to society as a whole, rather than treating it as the problem of small,
marginalized populations. Such mainstreaming requires institutions and leaders from all sectors to
play a part in prevention, care and support, and treatment.

In India, too, an experienced team of reputed organizations is implementing a program titled
Connect to leverage public-private partnerships in HIV/AIDS and TB.

The Connect team led by Population Services International (PSI) includes the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), Y.R. Gaitonde Center for AIDS Research and
Education (YRGCARE) and the Karnataka Health Promotion Trust (KHPT). The International Labour
Organization (ILO) and the Revised National Tuberculosis Control Program (RNTCP) are providing
technical support for the project.

Committed to social responsibility and to ensure large-scale awareness among high-risk workers
and communities, the Connect program mobilizes companies, to implement workplace HIV/AIDS and
TB programs and policies and support innovative corporate social responsibility initiatives.

The project is focused on the following areas:
� Karnataka
� Coastal Andhra Pradesh
� Six port towns (Mumbai, Vashi, Mangalore, Tuticorin, Chennai, and Vizag)

FICCI-SEDF and PSI Connect have initiated workplace intervention programs
in Karnataka. These range from the training of management and blue-collared
employees to helping companies develop policies and programs on HIV/AIDS
and TB. Through the partnership, workplace programs have been conducted at
more than fifty formal sector companies such as Himalaya Drugs Company,
ITC, Trident Powercraft, Sansera Engineering and at workshops and seminars
for stakeholders across the project area.

Population Services International (PSI)
PSI/India is a non-profit, non-governmental organization in operation
since 1988 with a mandate to assist the Government of India in the
fields of reproductive health, HIV prevention, maternal and child
health and to harnesses the vitality of the private sector to address
the health problems of the low income and vulnerable population.
With programs in safe water, nutrition, family planning and HIV/AIDS,
PSI uses social marketing to achieve positive behavior changes by
promoting ideas, products and services conducive to better health.
PSI/India is a member of the global PSI network, a leading non-profit
social marketing organization, which operates in over 60 countries.
PSI/India’s social marketing activities span twenty-two States and
Union Territories as well as the National Highway system.

The FICCI– Connect Partnership

FICCI-SEDF
FICCI set up the Socio-Economic Development
Foundation (FICCI-SEDF) to provide an
institutional base to the social sector activities of
the corporate sector and to promote corporate
social responsibility. FICCI, since its inception, has
successfully influenced the participation of
individuals in various social welfare programs for
an inclusive society. It assists members and
corporates in the identification and implementation
of CSR programs and projects and also brings
together various stakeholders for improving the
quality of life of people.

About Connect To help create platforms for meaningful engagement with the corporate sector, FICCI-SEDF
and Project Connect have been organizing large-scale advocacy programs such as workshops,
conclaves and round-table discussions at the national as well as regional levels. This approach
helps in the mobilization and sensitization of the corporate sector in a planned manner to make
meaningful contributions in the mitigation of HIV/AIDS and TB.


